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: STUDENTS  SCAMPER tothe fedswar’ 's office for the chance to drop or add 
class to their schedules. Enrollment dipped Monday and Tuesday due to 
snow: storm that hi hit, causing major grief on Wednesday, first gay of class. 


nroliment scare 


College hopes late push proves enough; 
initial reports indicate big drop in FTE 


By STEPHANIE BUNN 
Observer News Editor 


Recent snow storms have reeked havoc on 
enrollment and disrupted the usual regis- 
tration process. 

“Enrollment was very light on Monday 
and Tuesday before the first day of classes,” 
NECC President, John R. Dimitry said. 
Students came out on Wednesday Jan. 19 
to register, and also sign up in the case of 
cancellation for non-payment. 

“The policy of not allowing students to 

_ register for a class already in session will 
have to be modified in order to get stu- 
dents into classes they need to take,” 
_ Dimitry said. Although the first classes are 
usually the most important, there have 


been extenuating circumstances recently.” 

Dilemmas unravel: As the beginning 
of the Spring semester dawns on NECC, a 
general staff meeting was held to discuss 
problems concerning enrollment and other 
campus issues. Dimitry addressed a half- 
filled room of faculty members about pos- 
sible solutions to solve impending dilem- 
mas, and to fill the staff in on pertinent 
information which could not wait. 

“This meeting is to crucial too push 
back any further, snow or no snow,” he 
said. 

The drop in enrollment numbers caught 
the administration off guard. 

“We were scared about the enrollment 
figures,” said Dean of Academic Affairs, 

(continued on page 2) 


ESL classes 
limited to 25 


Progress made since last fall, 
when some classes exceeded 30 


By PARRY HEADRICK 
Observer Editor 


Crowded classrooms in the English as a Sec- 
ond Language program (ESL) appear to be 
thinning out. 

Controversy surrounded ESL last semes- 
ter in the wake of a petition drafted by 
Guillermina Estevez, a disgruntled ESL stu- 
dent. The petition emphasized a need for 
larger classrooms and more instructors. As 
many as 39 students occupied some classes, 
frustrating both students and staff. 

Tight fit: “Something had to be done,” 
she said. “Too many of us were wasting our 
time in these overcrowded classes. How are 
we supposed to get a good education if we 
can’t even get a question answered in class?” 

Most ESL students are required to receive 
extra help in support of their regular classes, 
however, last semester over 130 students 
seeking help at the English Language Center 
(ELC) in Haverhill, were forced to compete 
for one of only eight available seats. 

In response to the petition and negative 
publicity, NECC President John R. Dimitry 
submitted a letter to the NECC Observer in an 
attempt to clear the air. Chiefly, Dimitry 
wrote that he wanted to take immediate 
action to rectify, within existing restraints, 
the crowded class and lab problems. 

Regarding ESL class sizes, Dimitry wasn’t 
far from the mark. As of Jan. 19, average 
enrollment straddled the proposed number 
of 25, some classes slightly smaller and larger. 

Set limit: Nunzio DiMarca, assistant reg- 
istrar/placement officer in Lawrence, said 
initially he was told to enroll a maximum of 25 
students per ESL class. 

“Usually we overload by four or five stu- 
dents, and over the course of the semester 


Financial Aid head resigns 


Takes job at Mt. Wachusett; farewell party set for Thursday 


By JASON STABLEFORD 
Observer Editor 


Richard Pastor, director of financial aid and 
special services, has resigned from NECC. 

Ready for a change of pace, Pastor ac- 
cepted a position at Mount Wachusett Com- 
munity College in Gardner, identical to his 
present one. 

“Tt’s always nice fora change,” Pastor said. 
“T’ve had a lot of opportunities (at NECC) to 
do lots of different things, and take on addi- 
tional responsibilities. Hopefully, Pll have 
the opportunity someplace else to put all that 
to use.” 

Longevity: Pastor, who has worked at 
NECC for 16 years, and director of financial 
aid for 13, has the difficult task of allocating 
the college’s multi-million dollar aid budget. 


In his time here, Pas- 
tor designed an ex- 
tremely effective 
program that fairly 
distributes the funds 
to the students who 
need it most. 
Pastor planned to 
leave NECC when 
the chance arose, 
and an opening at 
Mount Wachusett 
Community College 
provided the change he was searching for. 
“This job is tough to find, so when some- 
thing came open, I jumped at it,” Pastor said. 
The switch from schools is going to be a 
quick one for Pastor. He finishes up at NECC 
on Friday, Jan. 28, and starts at Mount 
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Wachusett the following week. Despite the 
difficulty of the situation, Pastor is still opti- 
mistic. 


“Normally, I would try to,take a couple of 


weeks off between jobs, but then again it’s a 
busy time out there, too,” Pastor said. 
“They’ve been without a director for a while, 
and they need someone right away.” 

Position posted now: Although the open- 
ing was announced, a replacement hasn’t 
been found for Pastor’s position at NECC 
yet. The closing date for the posted position 
is Feb. 4. 

Until the position is filled, an acting direc- 
tor of financial will be implemented. Creda 
Camacho-Boggs, the present assistant direc- 
tor, will take over on Jan 31. 

Norman Landry, dean of student services, 

(continued on page 2) 


four or five will drop out,” DiMarca said. 
“But Alan (Hislop) said only 25, and then we 
got the word to overload by four or five. Then 
I was just told not to overload, period.” 

Asked who determined whether or not to 
overload, Alan Hislop, ESL Coordinator, said, 
“It’s my understanding that only David Kelly 
(assistant dean, division of instructional de- 
velopment) and Dean McDonald (academic 
affairs) can accept overloads.” 

Shrinkdown: However, very few classes 
are overloaded this semester. Consequently, 
some ESL students attending the first week of 
classes are feeling the difference. 

Lam Ho, electronics technology, is happy 
with the fewer numbers. 

“Classes are a little smaller this semester,” 
he said. “We get more help from teachers.” 

Estevez said it is too early to see the 
difference. “I have only been to one class so 
far. I couldn’t really tell the difference be- 
cause so many people are dropping and add- 
ing classes, but I think the lower numbers will 
be good.” 

Tension regarding class size has subsided. 
However, the ELC Jab remains tucked in the 
corner on the second floor of C-building, in 
Haverhill. Though ESL students have yet to 
stampede the tiny room, it isn’t clear when a 
larger room will be available. 

“T haven’t seen any action about the lab 
yet,” Estevez said. “It feels good to see that 
some changes have been made about the class 
size, but a lot of students are asking me about 
the new lab space we were promised.” 

Unsure: Barbara Rozman, ELC and Basic 
Writing lab coordinator, said she wasn’t given 
a specific date for the change in rooms. “No, 
I don’t know for sure when. There are several 
moves, and because of that we’re the last to 
move.” (continued on page 2) 


Today’s Infographic 


The 20 best © 
countries to live in 


Here are the top 20 countries. 
among the 124 ina University of 
Pennsylvania survey. — : - 


1 Denmark a1 cnivenahd. 
2 Norway 12 Britain 

3 Sweden 13 Ireland 

4 Austria 14 Japan 

5 Netherlands 15 Canada 

6 France 16 New Zealand 
7 W. Germany 17 Australia 

8 Italy 18 U.S. 

9 Finland 19 Spain 
10 Beigium 20 E. Germany 


Based on 36 measures of 
democracy, economy, welfare, 
health services, transport, 

_ culture and women's rights. 


SOURCE: Unley er “ 
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AIDS education 


Past fears about condoms won’t work 
to keep epidemic from getting worse 


Two-thirds of all AIDS victims in the 
United States contracted the disease 
through sexual intercourse, and most of 
these cases could have been prevented 
with the use of a condom. 

With this in mind, condom education 
is crucial, not optional, in 1994. 

Too many years have passed where 
ignorance has won out over understand- 
ing. The lack of public service announce- 
ments on AIDS education has helped the 
virus spread rampantly among the unin- 
formed. 

Wrong focus: While many PSAs sup- 
port controversial issues such as guns, 
flags, and “family values,” safe sex re- 
mains taboo. When arranged tastefully, 
the only purpose contraceptive promo- 
tions serve is education. There is no 
controversy in that. 

Being embarrassed or offended by 
safe-sex PSAs is a sign of sexual immatu- 
rity. Simply put, if people cannot deal 
with condom ads, then they aren’t ready 
for sex. It is unfortunate that some older 
people, many of whom have children, 
find the sight of a condom “embarrass- 


ing.” 

AIDS and other sexually transmitted 
diseases do not discriminate against gen- 
der, race or sexual preference. There are 
some, however, who still consider AIDS 
to be a “gay disease.” This kind of igno- 
rance cannot be tolerated; contraception 
education can do nothing but correct 
these misconceptions. 

Abstinence is the only completely safe 
practice, but it would be foolish to as- 


Observer Editorial 


sume that abstinence is an accepted alter- 
nate to sex. The next most effective con- 
traceptive should be encouraged. 

Disputed: Ofall the arguments against 
condom education, one of the most fool- 
ish is that it encourages teenage sex. 
Teenage sex will occur whether or not 
condoms are publicized. Condom edu- 
cation simply encourages safe teenage 
sex, when young people do not choose 
to abstain. 

Because of the controversy surround- 
ing condoms, teenagers and others who 
are sexually active may find it embarrass- 
ing to purchase them. The reluctancy to 
purchase protection is a huge factor in 
the numbers of people engaging in un- 
safe sex. 

One method to eliminate this prob- 
lem would be to distribute contracep- 
tives in schools and public places. There 
is strong opposition to this plan by some, 
but it is becoming more and more ac- 
cepted as the threat of disease hits closer 
to home. 

Obvious: Weighing the pros and cons 
of the issue leaves the decision to basic 
moral values. It is far easier to explain 
how to use a condom than it is to tell 
people they have an uncurable virus. 

The human race is now challenged to 
toss its biases and differences aside and 
address the threat of the AIDS epidemic. 

After all, ignorance is what the virus 
preys on. 


ESL class-from page 1 


Rozman said the assessment center, cur- 
rently in C-201, and the reading center, C- 
203 will be moved first. 

Though Rozman is unsure when the move 
will occur, she is optimistic about the results. 

“As far as I know, these are concrete 
plans,” she said. “And we'll be able to accom- 
modate more students at one time ina quieter 
room.” 

Confusion: Hislop is also unsure when the 
move will take place. “I simply don’t know. 
They (the administration) doa different thing 
every day,” he said. 

Though she is hoping a bigger lab will be 
available soon, Estevez said she will believe it 
when she sees it. 


Her motivation and courage have already 
paid off for her fellow ESL students, but 
Estevez isn’t finnished yet. She submitted a 
letter to The Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts Higher Education Coordinating Coun- 
cil, in an attempt to rectify not only the ESL 
crowding problem, but also to stimulate 
change in the campus transportation system. 

Estevez drives to school but sympathizes 
with those who don’t have a vehicle at their 
disposal. 

“Not just ESL students, but everyone 
taking the buses from Lawrence have to wait 
an hour to get to the Haverhill campus,” she 
said. “We need to have a bus that doesn’t stop 
everywhere and drive all over Lawerence.” 


Deadline for letters in our next issue: Feb. 3 
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Pastor-trom page | 


feels that she is ready for the job. 

“Creda, Dick and I have been spending 
considerable time together getting up to speed 
on some parts of the operation that she needs 
to understand. I have permission to increase 
the hours of some of the staff in the office,” 
Landry said. “It will be a little difficult for two 
or three months, but I am confident that we 
will get good applicants.” 

Humble: Landry notes the value that Pas- 
tor has been to the department for the last 13 
years. 

“Dick is an extremely valuable resource. 
He really learned the position and flourished 
in it, and became a leader among his peers in 
the financial aid department. Everyone's al- 
ways calling him up to get his advice.” 

Pastor remains modest about his signifi- 
cance on the campus and believes there will be 
little change after he leaves. 

“Everybody is replaceable. [have no doubt 
that the school will survive without me,” he 
said. “There have been a lot of changes over 
the last 13 years, and hopefully people have 
been appreciative of the efforts that I have 
been able to do, and the changes I’ve been 
able to bring.” 

A few good men: “We're looking for a 
good, strong, experienced person, who will 
be able to hit the ground running, and con- 
tinue the good work that Dick has been 


doing,” Landry said. “I expect he or she will 
be here by March or April, which is really the 
beginning of the financial aid season for next 
fall.” 

Although Pastor is enthusiastic about the 
move, he has no regrets for his time at NECC. 

“T certainly enjoyed working here, and it’s 
going to be a real change.” 

Pastor is looking forward to the rural 
scenery of central Massachusetts. Although 
for now he will continue to live in his Pelham, 
N.H. home, Pastor plans to move west after 
his daughter, a junior in high school, gradu- 
ates. 

History: Pastor’s roots in education started 
before NECC when he was teaching classes in 
management psychology at Boston College 
and UNH. 

In his first years at NECC, Pastor held 
other positions around the campus, such as 
the acting director of institutional research 
and reports, and also as the director of place- 
ment and career services. 

Pastor will also be missed in the office for 
students with disabilities, where he helped 
manage special services for the physically- 
challenged. 

For anyone interested in seeing Pastor off, 
a farewell get-together will be held on Thurs- 
day, Jan. 27 from 10:30-1:30 in B-213, also 
known as the Blue Room. 


Enrollment-trom page 1 


cancellations of courses will be made to make 
up for the shaky enrollment,” he said 

Reasons for low enrollment at the begin- 
ning of the week are speculative; the weather 
could have possibly been a contributing fac- 
tor as well as late distribution of the course 
catalog. 

“We probably should not have canceled as 
many classes as we did so soon, but we really 
had not much of a choice,” McDonald said. 

Courses with decreased numbers were 
canceled early in the week. 

“The engineering department was hit hard 
as was the arts department,” Dimitry said. 
Several accounting classes were terminated; 
Macintosh Design classes and several U.S. 
History classes suffered cuts. 

Divisions: With the surprise upturn in 
enrollment numbers, some required classes 
are nearing their maximum number of stu- 
dents. Many English Comp. 1 and 2 classes 
will have to be split in order to stay below the 
maximum number of 32 students. The split- 
ting of classes will cause even more confusion 
for students and teachers alike. 

“Classes are not being held open long 
enough so classes get canceled,” said Priscilla 
Bellairs, English department chairperson. 

The Haverhill campus is not alone in 
suffering low enrollment. The Lawrence cam- 
pus has also suffered from the unstable enroll- 
ment, and cut-backs in classes were necessary. 

“Classes need to be kept open or every- 
thing will be cut,” Bellairs said. 

“Percentage wise we cut more classes in 
Lawrence then here ( Haverhill),” McDonald 
said. “To make the courses enrollment 
healthier in Lawrence, the school will have to 
put packages of courses together.” 

Last minute registration shocked faculty 


and annoyed students. 

“T paid for four classes and when I finally 
received my schedule, there were only three 
courses on it. I don’t know where my money 
is and now I have hardly any time to find 
another class to take,” said Martin Ducet, 
liberal arts . 

Sound decisions: In the future, the ad- 
ministration plans to try to make better judg- 
ment calls on the enrollment numbers. 

“Next semester the catalog should be sent 
out sooner, and maybe the administration 
will wait longer to cancel a class to save 
students aggravation,” McDonald said. 

One of the main issues brought up at the 
faculty meeting concerned Gov. William 
Weld’s veto of the early retirement bill for 
higher education officials. Forty-four profes- 
sors at NECC will be affected by this bill in the 
next few years, Dimitry said. 

Assistant Dean of Financial Aid, Richard 
Pastor received a round of farewells from 
faculty members because of his recent resig- 
nation. 

The student activities fee will also be ex- 
amined this semester, Dimitry said. 

“We must get a handle on costs. Which 
clubs benefit the students the most?” he 
asked. 


Robert McDonald 


“We probably should not 
have canceled as many 
classes as we did so soon, 
but we really had not 
much of a choice,” he said. 
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Youths have 
no direction 


Few options open for poor 


By PARRY R. HEADRICK 
Observer Editor 


ur streets are terrorized by a genera- 

tion of children that feel meaning 

less and optionless. Yesterday’s chil- 
dren, who expended hours of energy acting 
out the heroics of war-time-battle, have grown 
up. The new generation won’t proudly stand 
before the mirror in daddy’s military uniform, 
interrogating imaginary P.O.W’s. 


Today, with no looming threat ofan inter- 


national conflict, children still gaze into the 
mirror for the enemy, and behold only them- 
selves. 

The horrific consequences of a full-scale 
military clash are obvious: young lives snuffed 
out in battle, and the destruction of families, 
to name a few. The pictures of mothers and 
children grieving the loss of husbands, fathers 
and children haunt us. 

Yet one can never fully understand the 
destruction of battle without hearing the 
bullets screaming overhead, or without watch- 
ing brothers cut down like meaningless, fleshy 
numbers. 

Victimized: Unfortunately, Generation X 
understands. Thousands of young lives are 
casually plugged by bullets in this country in 
ways that lean toward insanity. In much the 
way deer are innocently killed by eager hunt- 
ers, children have societal targets on their 
chests and the season lasts 365 days a year. 
The hunters and the hunted are one and the 
same: children with nothing to believe in. 

In southern California, Jennifer Whalen, a 
Massachusetts ‘native, is afraid to go out at 
night. 

“T find it uncomfortable to go anywhere 
after dark,” she said. “Especially now, be- 
cause they’re killing people for the fun of it.” 

Whalen said some gang members are driv- 
ing around at night with their headlights out, 
and the first traveler to flick on high beams to 
warn the gang of their “mistake” are chased 
and subsequently shot. 

With the multitude of guns available to 
kids on the streets, coupled with boredom 
and the rage of feeling unimportant, nearly 
anything justifies pulling the trigger. Espe- 
cially disrespect. 

Warped: Respect. A powerful word to 
older Americans because people who have 
gained the respect of others, earned it. Yet, its 
definition has become twisted in the minds of 
many youngsters. To them, “respect” can be 
purchased on the streets for as little as $50, 
and it holds six, very piercing reasons why not 
to confront its owner. 

It has been said of past generations that 
poor inner-city children, particularly minori- 
ties, had a mere two choices in life: continue 
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to fight the system and rot in prison, or join 
the system by fighting for their country in the 
armed forces. 

Today, in a post cold war “peace time” 
military, the second option fails to hold true. 
For one thing, (apart from the one on the 
streets,) there is no longer a war to fight in. 
Secondly, the military is engaging in dramatic 
cuts in active military personnel. 

According to Business Week magazine, by 
1995, the active duty roster will have been cut 
by 18 percent. Moreover, because of cutbacks 
in an increasingly technological military cli- 
mate, the days of high school flunkies joining 
team “Uncle Sam” are history. 

John O’Connor, Sergeant First Class, 
National Guard recruiter, doesn’t agree with 
the military’s posture on diplomas. 

Eligibility: “I can’t see any reason why 
they (military) don’t accept kids without a 
high school diploma,” he said. “I mean, a 
G.E.D. is one thing. There are plenty of 
military jobs that aren’t high-tech. How about 
food services, or mechanics? Of course, it’s 
different if you’re going to be making Patriot 
missiles or something.” 

Asked what the diploma policy means for 
kids without a good education, O’Connor 
said it contributes to already low levels of self 
esteem. 

“First of all, they already have no self 
confidence and are angry at the world,” he 
said. “And then they can’t even get into the 
military? Now that’s gotta ruin confidence.” 

World War 1, 2, Korea and Vietnam were 
all tragic episodes, that most would love to 
forget. Yet, these wars undeniably pulled our 
nation together; strength was found in our 
sheer numbers. Of course, the Vietnam War 
differed because of the many peace demon- 
strations, but even then, at least the young 
protesters were joined hand-in-hand for peace. 
At least they had something to believe in 
together. 

That was then. There are still plenty of 
bullets ringing out in the night; the difference 
is the guns are being pointed at our children, 
by children. It’s an urban version of a Civil 
War with no cause, just little plastic children 
that stay down when you shoot them. 

Growing odds: According to FBI Uni- 
form Crime Reports, children under 18 are 
244 percent more likely to be killed by guns 
than they were in 1986. 

What in the world, pardon, the “United 
States” does that mean? Are they 100 percent 
sure? 

It means that something of substance must 
be done and soon. It means that simply 


Should the military 


Bridie Quinn, hotel management 
“Yes, I think they definitely should, “Yes, it will give them a chance to 
because the military could give them get somewhere in life. A chance to 
a chance to break the family cycle, make legitimate money.” 

and make their generation better than 
the one before.” 


Melissa Mosko, liberal arts 


Sandra Thompson, liberal arts 

“T would like to think that the people 
representing and defending our 
country would be ambitious and 
educated enough to graduate on 
their own.” 


“denouncing” violence accomplishes noth- 
ing. Words are to ending violence what a 
piece of Saran Wrap is to a charging rhinoc- 
eros: transparent and utterly ineffective. 

Street violence occurs primarily in poor, 
black, lower-class urban areas. 

_ Charles N. Jamison Jr., wrote an article in 
Forbes magazine titled, The Cannon Fodder 
Myth. In it, he outlines the success of a man 
named David Huggins, a Korean War vet- 
eran. 

Success: Huggins gained valuable expe- 
rience in the electronics field and went on to 
start a very successful telecommunications 
company, and in 1992, “ranked number six 
on Black Enterprise magazine’s list of 100 
industrial /service companies.” 

Jamison writes, “Only a handful of African 
Americans who joined the military ended up 
as successful as David Huggins, but hundreds 
of thousands of them did use the military as an 
escape hatch from the ghetto. The U.S. armed 
services have been the most effective form of 
affirmative action ever invented.” 

Jamison wrote that black leadership should 
stop pressing the military for cutbacks. 

“Cutting expensive weapons systems is 
one thing,” he writes. “Cutting back on 
military personnel is something else. Black 
leadership, if it really has its people’s interests 
at heart, should be fighting tooth and nail 
against cuts in military manpower and re- 
cruitment.” 

Common sense tells us, the fewer oppor- 
tunities disadvantaged children and teens have 
to join a productive organization like the U.S. 
armed forces, the more likely those same kids 
will be contributing to the wide-spread crime 
and violence rate. The military offers the sort 
of discipline and reward of accomplishment 
that troubled youths aren’t receiving in their 
own broken down communities. 

Positive: Sociologist Marion J. Levy Jr. 
writes in an article published in The New 
Republic , “Basic training is the leveling expe- 
rience par excellence. The mandatory short 
haircuts, the common uniform, the rigors of 
eight weeks of infantry training, all help to 
reduce preexisting civilian disadvantage. For 
many youths from impoverished backgrounds, 
successful completion of basic training is the 
first occasion in which they can outshine 
those coming from privileged backgrounds.” 

But the military is cutting back. 

In fairness to the military, the armed forces 
aren’t intentionally contributing to our vio- 
lent streets; the need to recruit thousands of 


accept non- 


ing them orders.” 


Joel Fendenyszen, liberal arts 
“As long as the people can make it 
through boot camp and have the 
respect needed for the people giv- 


bodies is null. Still, the fact remains: many 
children looking for a productive ride out of 
the ghetto are falling on their faces because 
Uncle Sam’s “magic carpet” is being yanked 
from beneath them. 

Charles Moskos, journalist, New Repub- 
lic, cites the end of the draft as a stick in the 
spokes for the black community. 

“Though I have never seen it mentioned 
by researchers of poverty, the end of con- 
scription may be one of the causes of the 
growth ofa black underclass,” he writes. “By 
my calculations some 30,000 fewer black 
males annually will be entering the military 
during the drawdown than would have en- 
tered at the rate of the peacetime draft.” 

Aggressive: Terrence Marks, superinten- 
dent of the Correctional Alternative Center 
(CAC) in Lawrence, believes young people 
are more violent than in the past. He said he 
agrees that military cutbacks affect the teen 
violence rate, but only slightly. 

“To a very small degree it’s a factor,” he 
said. “But I think the bigger problem has to 
do with the home environment and single 
parents or both parents working. When I was 
a kid, I’'d come home and tell my parents that 
I got reprimanded or a backhand at school, 
and my parents would give me another back- 
hand. But now, the parents run down to the 
school and try to sue the teacher.” 

When Marks started his career at CAC, 
also known as ‘the farm,’ there were approxi- 
mately 180 inmates. Today, 29 years later, 
there are about 1200. 

Separations: Single parent homes are in- 
deed a deadly contributor. According to FBI 
Uniform Crime Reports, an estimated 70 
percent ofjuvenile offenders come from single- 
parent families. But to this day, no one has 
been able to come up with a magic formula to 
keep marriages together. More single moth- 
ers are working than ever before, and more of 
their children are terrorizing the streets. 

Perhaps high school dropouts should be 
given a choice: two years in the military, or 
10,000 hours of community service with 
minimal pay. This would surely improve the 
odds of successfully completing high school. 

Those who choose the military would gain 
discipline, skills for future employment, and 
maybe a touch of self confidence. Children 
who opt for the community service will have 
their time occupied in a constructive way, 
earn a little pocket money, learn a new trade, 
and improve our communities. 

What do they have to lose? 
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Chad Howard, liberal arts 
“Yes! You should always give some- 
one a chance.” 
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DUNKIN’ DONUTS IT’S WORTH THE TRIP 


Get more for 
your money NO' a 


By CHRIS OTOVIC 
Observer Managing Editor 


Students may see more benefits for their student fees. 

In an attempt to manage student fees more effectively, 
NECC President John R. Dimitry said he would “look at 
the numbers, focus on the students, and see who’s getting 
the benefit.” 

Problems regarding allocation has been the focal point 
of the $307,000 student activities budget. Dimitry is 
looking to channel fees that aren’t benefiting students and 
direct them into areas that will. 

“You’re paying $4 a credit hour, and that’s serious 
money if you take five courses,” Dimitry said. “Are you 
getting a benefit from it?” 

“I’m glad to see the president is sharing our concerns on 
how the student activities fees are spent,” Arthur Signorelli, 
director of student activities, said. 

New approach: “I agree with the need to look at the 
budget as a whole,” he said. “I’ve been in this position for 
the last one and a half years. One of the things we tried to 
accomplish was to assure that more students received 
benefits from the student activities fee than in past years. 

“This doesn’t mean throwing money at existing pro- 
grams; it means creating new programs that address stu- 
dent interests currently not involved in any other activity, 
and that also has been the main focus of the programming 
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407 Amesbury Hosta 

Route 110 

Haverhill, MA 
There's a brand new Dunkin’ Donuts® shop in your neighborhood. Where you can 
enjoy the rich old fashioned flavor of our fresh made donuts, fresh brewed coffee, 
muffins and other baked goods in modern surroundings. So bring in the attached 
coupons and come celebrate with us today, It’s a great place for a grand time. 
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Free donut or muffin when 
you buy a medium or large 
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For an Egg & Cheese 


committee, to sponsor more diverse events thereby includ- Sandwich with a small coffee coffee at the regular price 
ing more students.” 

Student activities fees are only one of three areas that * 407 Amesbury Rd., Haverhill 
Dimitry is looking to shuffle; 81 individual programs of On tomer per visit. Available at participating shops pon per customer per visit, Available at participating 


mnot be combined Shin 9p must retain coupon. Taxes r 


DUNKIN' 
UTS 


bined. Shop must retain coupon. Taxes nc 


instructions, and marketing and advertising are the other : ate 
wo DUNKIN 
Mail-order school: “We are the L.L. Bean of higher uTts thru 
education,” said Dimitry, referring to the amount of mail 
NECC sends its students. is It's worth the trip. 2/9/94 on 
The president would also like to see more use in two of 
his favorite areas. 
“The fitness center is great,” said Dimitry. “I don’t 
think we advertise it enough, butit is fine for those that can’t afford Cedardale.” He also praised 
student health services. 
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The Berkshires 
There’s Something 


Special About Living 
and Learning Here 
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COMICS 


mics + Role Playing Games + Models +» Cards « & More! 


North Adams State College 
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orth Adams State College, a premier liberal arts college, 

located in the beautiful Berkshire Hills of Massachusetts, offers 
many outstanding academic and cultural opportunities. We 
welcome transfer students from two-year colleges and ensure 
maximum transferability of your previous course work into the 
major programs below. 


Major Programs 


American Business 
Services 


50 Pleasant Street, Newburyport (across from post office) 


(508) 465 -7441 


Resumes 
self-service computers & laser printers 
Business cards, rubber stamps, canon colors copies, 
copies, term papers 


Biology Fine Arts (pending approval) 
Sports Medicine Arts Management 
Business Administration/Econ. Music 
Accounting Theatre 
Marketing History 
Management Interdisciplinary Studies 
Finance Pre-Law 
Chemistry Mathematics 
Computer Science Medical Technology 
Computer Science Philosophy 
Information Systems Psychology 
Education Certification Sociology/Anthropology/ 
English/Communications Social Work 
Journalism 
Broadcast Media For more information contact: 
Literature Admissions Office 
Public Relations North Adams State College 


Theatre Studies North Adams, MA 01247 
800-292-6632 


Fax in your resume 
pick up in 1 hour 


Writing 
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Transfer finds successful path 
Unselfish NECC grad does well in Bradford College program 


CARLENE EVERLY 
Observer Staff Reporter 


ollege life loves Debbie King. King 
G: represents a transfer success story for 

the two-year college. In 1992, King 
graduated magna cum laude from Bradford 
College after transferring from NECC. 

Life loves her because she belongs to that 
rare group of people whose focus on life is 
external rather than internal. Debbie King 
cares about people. 

“Debbie always went way out of her way 
to help others,” said Barbara Canyes, King’s 
work study supervisor at Bradford College. 
“Even though she had a busy life, she would 
type papers for no money and help stressed- 
out students. When others were too busy to 
listen, Debbie found the time. 

Work or school: When King was expect- 
ing her son, Cameron, she had to withdraw 
from NECC. She worked a full-time job at a 
hospital and part-time as a waitress to support 
herself. Then, when Cameron was 10 months 
old, she finished her education at NECC and 
went on to Bradford. 

“There were nights I never went to sleep,” 
she said. “One night, she was up all night with 
a sick baby and couldn’t study for a test. At 8 
o’clock she went into the classroom.” 

“T had tears in my eyes, bags under my 
eyes. I had my son under one arm and my 
notebook under the other.” she said. “I just 
looked at the teacher and said, ‘I’ve been up 
all night and I have to take my son to the 
doctor, so you’re going to have to give me an 
‘F.’ He told me to come back at 3.” 

King went backat 3 p.m., and got an 80 on 


the test. 

Unselfish thoughts: Despite the difficul- 
ties of being a single parent and the difficulties 
that the stricter environment at Bradford 
presented, King’s focus was not on her own 
problems, but on others. 

Rather than taking fiction as a concentra- 
tion, King proposed her own— non-fiction. 
As part of her internship, she worked at the 
Haverhill Gazette. It was there, she met a 
teenager whose brother had died of AIDS. 

The boy had sent an article he’d written 
for his school paper to the Gazette. They sent 
King to do a side story on the boy to be 
printed next to his article. 

“I couldn’t think of any questions to ask 
that wouldn’t be trivial or in bad taste,” King 
said. “I spent over two hours with the family 
and rather than print the boy’s article, the 
paper ran my profile with excerpts of his 
story.” 

Originality stifled: It was after this story 
that King realized there wasn’t enough room 
for creativity in newspaper writing to excite 
her. 

“Tt’s just the humanness about stories that 
interests me,” she said. “Even if I can only 
capture a little piece of what someone feels, 
it’s worth it.” ; 

King continued to care about the human 
side of AIDS. For her senior project, she 
wrote a 30-page paper about Albert, a young 
person with AIDS. The story was structured 
so that a reader couldn’t turn away. 

When she speaks about life and her dissat- 
isfaction with her current job as an abstract 
writer at Ebsco, King’s usual high energy 
bubbles over. It is as if she is trying to con- 


PAID ADVERTISEMENT 


vince the world to look outside themselves 
and at one another. 

Open your eyes: “I want to scream at 
them, ‘there is more to life. Wake up. Are you 
going to spend all your life here? Don’t be too 
busy to see, or too busy to listen!’” 


King dismisses people when they praise 
her for her stamina and caring. 

“There are times when I wish I didn’t have 
to struggle so much,” she said. “The thing to 
keep in mind is that it’s not just happening to 
you. It’s happening to other people, too.” 


Caring person 


“There are times 
when I wish I didn’t 
have to struggle so 
much,” King said. 
“The thing to keep 
in mind ts that it’s 
not just happening 
to you. It’s happen- 
ing to other people, 
too.” 


PAID ADVERTISEMENT 


Sometimes 


We are given the impression that we humans are a combo of desires and reason. 


We have a mind to help us find ways to get the things we want. We have a body that has a lot of wants. 


The goal of life is to find ways to fulfill as many of our cravings as possible. 


So we have to go to school. Not because we want to, but because tha’'s the best way to get ahead and have a good life. 


College...more specifically, NECC...is part of the process. 


BUT IS THAT ALL THERE IS TO BE SAID? 


The faculty and staff listed below are among those who believe the most important thing has been left out. We affirm the existence of the 
soul with its spiritual yearnings. There is more to life than money and good times. What kind of people are we becoming? 


In your college experience this year, don’t neglect your soul, for it is the real you, the part that will live forever and that seeks to know God. 


Join us in following the wisdom of Jesus, who said, “What profit is it if you gain everything the world has to offer, but lose your soul?” 


If we can help you find that balance of the intellectual, the physical and the spiritual as you struggle with all the demands this semester will 
bring, look us up. 


Following Christ has given us the key to the abundant life: you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all 
your mind, and with all your strength. 


WELCOME TO NECC! Let’s make it a great semester. 


Charles Adie 
Janice Alestock 
James Brown 
Richard Dam 
Waltér Drescher 
John Guarino 


James Gustafson 


Mathematics 
Repro-graphics 
Mathematics 
Storekeeper 
Mathematics 

History & Government 
Philosophy 


Ken Holden 

James Holloran 
Anastasia Loftus 
John Mason 

Laurie Perkins 
Priscilla Pope 

Ed Spinney 
Elizabeth Wilcoxson 


Natural Science 
Repro-graphics 

OSD 

Natural Science 
Comptroller's Office 
Financial Aid Office 
Natural Science 
History & Government 
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The face of AIDS” 


Staffer lhas own;mn Gar Pperienrnce 


By SCOTT FERREN 
Assistant Arts @ Entertainment Editor 


*ve had my own experiences dealing with 

AIDS discrimination.Not because I have 

S, but because a few years back my sister was 
infected with the HIV virus. 

To give a little background, my parents took 
her in asa foster child when she was six weeks old, 
and eventually adopted her when she was three. 

Her biological mother was a prostitute and an 
intravenous drug user. She also carried HIV. 

Very ill: Jillian, was born with many medical 
problems. She was always sick, and repeatedly 
hooked up to strange beeping machines. We had 
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We at Co-op don't usually play games, but we would like 
you to understand the opportunities for success you can 
experience with the Cooperative Education Advantage. 


Call us at 374-3722 or stop by the 'C' Building Rm. 310 for more 
information about a Co-op experience in your major. 


Photo courtesy of TriStar Pictures 
INTHE MOVIE Philadelphia, actor Tom Hanks stars as Andrew Beckett, a lawyer who 
sues his former employers for discrimination against homomsexuals and AIDS. 


Opinion Column 


nurses in the house 12 hours a day to help care for 
her, in case anything went wrong. 

We took her in when she was only six weeks 
old. She was three months old when she first 
tested positive for HIV, and we knew she would 
not be with us for much longer. 

Her medical problems up to this point in- 
cluded encephalitis (inflammation of the brain), 
cerebral palsy (impaired muscular power and 
coordination from brain damage), and others. 

I was never really afraid of getting AIDS. I was 
well-informed of how it was transmitted, and 
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By SCOTT FERREN 
Assistant Arts @ Entertainment Editor 


dice against AIDS victims are ideas still 

embedded in people’s heads, Philadelphia 
makes a strong attempt to show the humanistic 
view of someone who is both gay and afflicted 
with the AIDS virus. 

Filmed in the city ofits title, TriStar Pictures’ 
Philadelphia stars Tom Hanks (Sleepless in Se- 
attle, The Bonfire of the Vantties, Dragnet) as 
Andrew Beckett, an attorney trying to survive 
while dying from an incurable disease. 

Denzel Washington (The Pelican Brief, 
Malcolm X, Mo’ Better Blues) plays Joe Miller, the 
personal-injury lawyer whom Beckett consults 
when fired by his former employer. 

Theme: The plot centers around the charges 
Beckett brings against Wyant, Wheeler, 
Hellerman, Tetlow and Brown, the prestigious 
law firm Beckett worked for until they fired him 
for alleged insubordination. 

Beckett claims they found out about his medi- 
cal condition and immediately panicked, thus 
firing him. The law firm sticks by its assertion that 
Beckett didn’t have what it takes to become a 
top-notch lawyer. 

Jonathan Demme (The Silence of the Lambs, 
Married to the Mob, Something Wild) directs the 
film with Edward Saxon (Cousin Bobby, Some- 
thing Wild) producing. 

At first, Miller is very apprehensive of taking 
Beckett’s case. He has never had any association 
with anyone having AIDS, much less with homo- 
sexuals. In one scene, Miller shakes Beckett’s 
hand, then immediately retracts it when Beckett 
says, “Hi, I have AIDS.” 

Confident: With the support of his family and 
friends, Beckett forges ahead with his case against 
the law firm, having to suffer through a grueling 
trial while his medical condition weakens. Speak- 
ing on his own behalfat the trial, Beckett explains 
his philosophy on his career and intimates what 
he’s trying to accomplish by suing the law firm. 

“I love the law. I know the law. I excel at 
practicing it. What I love most about it is that 
every now and again — not that often, but 


I na world in which homophobia and preju 


knew I wasn’t in any great danger. 

Bliss: When she turned 15 months old, we 
got the results of another AIDS test. This time it 
was different. 

She tested HIV negative. 

I can’t begin to describe the feelings of ex- 
treme happiness we all felt when this news ar- 
rived. 

We still had to deal with her regular medical 
problems; she took seizures often, and had to be 
taken to the hospital in ambulances on a regular 
basis. It was a tense thing to live with, but 
somehow we managed to deal with it. 

She lived a normal infant life. She was always 
smiling, laughing and trying to speak. She never 
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\ 
occasionally — you get to be a part of the justicegp 
being done. It really is quite a thrill when thaty 
happens,” he said. ii 


The camera work is exceptional throughout? 


the film, especially in its opening sequence, show-f] 
ing various parts of Philadelphia. Location was a 
important part in shooting the film. Demme 
wanted a “real American city” and chose Phila 
delphia, because it’s known as ‘the City of Broth-ff 
erly Love,’ the place where the Declaration off 
Independence was adopted. 
“[It] brought a special resonance to a sto! 
about justice and brotherhood,” he said in a press 
release. 3 
Musical Score: Howard Shore (Mrs. 
Doubtfire, Single White Female, Naked Lunch 
composed and conducted the music for Philadel 
phia, and the soundtrack includes songs by Nei 
Young, Spin Doctors, Peter Gabriel and Indiga)} 
Girls, as well as Bruce Springsteen who contrib 
utes a song for the opening sequence, entitled 
Streets of Philadelphia. It’s the first song 
Springsteen has recorded for a motion picture. 
The film makes a point to educate about the fi 
reality of a man living with AIDS, but refuses to 
get preachy. The characters are real and believ 
able. 
One of the best performances is by Ma 
Steenburgen (The Butcher’s Wife, Back to the 
Future Part II, Parenthood) who portrays Belinda 
Conine, the chieflitigator for the defense. Conine {i 
is a smart, savvy lawyer with the right questions 
Denzel Washington’s character Joe Miller hag 
definite reservations when Beckett initially asks} 
Miller to represent him. He declines for “per 
sonal reasons,” but it was obvious Miller wants 
nothing to do with a homosexual. Afterall, Mille 
is a cautious and homophobic type of guy. -He’ 
also;a personal injury lawyer;:whox isn’t arsuatly 
known for taking risky, socially-conscious cases 
Pivotal moment: The turning point comes in 
a scene where Beckett is in a library researching 
discrimination cases concerning AIDS, and 
librarian politely asks him if he would like 2 
private studying area, to segregate him from the} 


cried because of the damage in her brain. Wi 
don’t think she knew how. She would also ea 
basically anything you gave her, because she} 
didn’t have sensitive taste glands. 
Dejected: At three, we got another call. This} 
time the news couldn’t be told over the phone. I 
had to be in person. 
My parents went to see the doctor, and came 
back devastated. 
She had tested HIV positive again. 
We thought something was up before she wa 
tested again. She had started crying and looked 
different than normal. Not sick, just different. 
Shortly after, we were woken up very early b 
my grandfather who was living with us at the 
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Hours: 
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t of the library patrons. 
Miller observes the incident and feels a sense 
f compassion for Beckett and agrees to represent 


m. 

The idea behind Philadelphia came four years 
go when Demme and screenwriter Ron 
lyswaner (Love Hurts, Gross Anatomy) both 
arned someone close to them was suffering 
‘om AIDS. 

“We said ‘Let’s have the courage to make an 
tertaining movie that is sometimes funny about 
is very scary subject’,” Nyswaner said in a press 
elease. 

Dedicated actor: Tom Hanks did a great deal 
f preparation for his role as an AIDS infected 

on. He worked with two personal trainers to 

30 pounds and looks like someone actually 

eriencing the damaging effects of the virus. 

“T talked to any number of doctors and to men 
ho had it, and I asked pretty blunt questions: 

what was it like when you found out? What 
re through your head?’ I couldn’t believe I was 

king those questions, but those are the ones 
hat I had to ask.” 

During filming, the filmmakers were able to 
se placards adapted from actual demonstrations 
pr a scene outside the courthouse which con- 
sted of protesters and supporters of Beckett’s 
i They were also granted access to a local 


inic, ActionAIDS, where patients suffering from 
virus were used as extras. 

Philadelphia demonstrates that people suffer- 
ag from AIDS should not be segregated or 
iscriminated against, and they are just like every- 
ody else...except for the fact they’re dying. It 
(so shows how a gay and straight man can learn 
> become friends, even if one harbors prejudices 
‘gainst homosexuals and doesn’t understand his 
festyle. 
| The court battle of Beckett versus the law firm 
va classic. David-and Goliath scenario except 
letikett can’t see the victor, since: he’s lying in.a 
ospital bed, after collapsing in the courtroom. 

The film deserves all the hype it’s been get- 
‘ng, as it sears in and out of situations without 
stting boredom set in. It’s also very humorous at 
yme points, as if to relieve the tension of the 
sriousness of it all. 


‘me. Actually, my parents were woken up before 

was. I woke up when the paramedics were 
«riving. 
Critical moment: Jillian had taken another 
izure. It seemed like just another trip to the 
ospital for me. 
_ I went to the hospital with them and just 
vaited around, lingering in the lobby until they 
ere finished doing the usual tests. 
Eventually, I went home to wait since it didn’t 
rem like anything abnormal was going to hap- 
en. A few hours later, someone came and got me 
tying my mom wanted to see me. 

I got to the hospital without any knowledge of 

hat was going on. I walked into the room where 
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By ANDY DeBENEDICTIS 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


teven Spielberg tried something new this 
time. He left his bag of tricks and special 


effects at home when packing for Poland 
for the screening of his new film. Yet, like other 
Spielberg projects, Schindler’s List will make you 
laugh, cry, and sit back, entranced in thought 
about what you have just seen. 

In a word, it’s different- different from all 
other Spielberg movies. Instead of creating a 
masterful fantasy as he did in box office smash 
films E.T. and Jurrasic Park, he creates reality, 
filming it in black and white to add to the realism. 

“Tt was important to me to do it in black and 
white,” Spielberg said in a Boston Globe interview. 
“Because of the generation of people who will see 
this film. Their only frame of reference to the 
Holocaust is in black and white-archival footage, 
documentaries, and even still photographs.” 

A true story: Schindler’s List is based on the 
novel by Thomas Keneally, about a German 
industrialist, Oskar Schindler, who employs Jews 
in his enamelware factory at slave labor rates 
during the beginning of the Second World War. 

He insists to Nazi officials that each Jew is a 
highly skilled worker, needed to maintain pro- 
duction in the factory. However, coming across 
a worker with one arm, Nazi leaders begin to 
believe differently, displaying their doubt by ca- 
sually shooting the man in the head. Soon all 
Schindler’s employees are taken away to a con- 
centration camp. 

Ralph Fiennes plays the role of the chief 
commander in the camp, His determination for 
power and respect drive him to force barbaric acts 
on the prisoners, shooting them at will from his 
terrace like a teenage boy with a BB gun picking 
off squirrels in his back yard. Being a member of 
the Nazi party, Schindler meets several times with 
the commander, enabling him to witness the 
brutal acts brought forth at the camp. 

His intention is to profit from the war, not to 
hide Jews from the government, but, as the war 
progresses and changes, so does Schindler. 

The plan: By bribing Nazi authorities and by 
purchasing each Jew, Schindler composes a list 
that relieves some 1,100 Jews from their duty in 
Hell. His idea is to start a new factory whose sole 
purpose is to provide the Jews suitable living 
conditions-warmth and food. Schindler spends 
every penny he has to keep the factory open until 
the war is over. A flawed character, he loves his 
booze and women. He loves his power and he 
loves his money. 

“He is nota classic saint,” said Liam Neeson, 
who plays the role of Schindler. 


my sister was and saw my mother holding her, 
and crying. I noticed no machine hooked up to 
her as usual. 

Then I realized she had died. 

The doctors said she died because of the 
seizure and complications, 

After the funeral was over, my mother sat us 
down and told us she was planning to file charges 
against the attending doctor for negligence. She 
said he did not try to contact Jillian’s regular 
doctors and went about the procedure totally 
wrong. 

This seemed like a feasible idea to me, until she 
told me that people would find out about her 
having HIV and there would be a long court 
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A talk with the devil 


Photo courtesy of Universal Pictures 
SCHINDLER (Liam Neeson), right, engages In a heated discussion with the concentra- 
tion camp commander, played by Ralph Fiennes in a new Speilberg hit, Schindler list. 
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True, no saint leads a life like this, but if a 
respected member of the Nazi party suddenly 
undergoes a change of heart in support of good- 
ness, he’s pretty close to sainthood. 

Another different approach: “I kept all my 
tricks out of it,” Speilberg said. “I discovered it 
was much more interesting to report from eye 
level, moving with the Nazis and the Jews, as 
opposed to standing far away with a Cecil B. 
DeMille crane, sweeping, giving it a false sense of 
scope.” 

With this technique, the emotion or intensity 
of a given situation in a scene makes a much 
bigger impact on viewers, putting them in the 
midst ofitall- almost like acharacter in the movie. 
At the concentration camp in Auschwitz, for 
example, the prisoners are told to strip for a 
medical evaluation. They are checked over and 
sent to the right or left, leading them to believe 
one direction meant death. In hopes of bringing 
life to their corpse-like appearance, some women 


battle. 

Fear: I wasn’t too optimistic about people 
knowing I lived with someone who had HIV. 
After all, it was 1989 when people weren’t as 
tolerant as they are today. 

My mother forged ahead with the case, bring- 
ing it to several different lawyers to get it into 
court. There was one tiny problem, though. No 
one would take it. 

She tried several different lawyers, at least 10, 
without any success. The lawyers wouldn’t take it 
because she was diagnosed with HIV, even though 
it was not the cause of death. 

The prejudice against HIV and anything to do 
with it was so strong at that time, even money 


prick their fingers and smear blood on their lips 
and cheeks. They grow confused and panic naked 
in the cold, being divided for unknown reasons. 
The camera shakes and turns creating the same 
feeling of panic in the viewer that the victims feel. 
The audience becomes scared almost grasping 
the actual feeling, and then are led to a chamber. 

“I’m stacking the deck against this one,” 
Spielberg said. 

The movie is a lengthy three hours and is shot 
in black and white. Taking that into consider- 
ation, Spielberg has no illusions about covering 
the cost of his $23 million investment. Profit was 
not his main concern, 

“Perhaps, incidentally, I’m making this film 
for myself, for the survivors, for my family- and 
for people who should understand the meaning 
of the word ‘Holocaust’.” 

Maybe so, Steven, but don’t be too surprised 
to see a half-dozen or so Academy Awards tag- 
ging along with your ‘educational’ masterpiece. 
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wasn’t enough to persuade a lawyer into taking 
the case. 

Uninformed: Lack of information, such as the 
general public’s view that AIDS was just a homo- 
sexual or drug addict disease caused fear among 
many attorneys. 

There were a few lawyers who thought about 
taking it, and actually agreed, but ended up 
backing out. 

The case has gone unresolved. It would be 
easier today to find a lawyer due to the change in 
public perception about the whole HIV/AIDS 
epidemic, but too much time has gone by, and 
drudging up old memories isn’t a particularly 
pleasurable experience. 
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¢ Share your love of learning 
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Literacy Tutor Internships 
Help Change A Life By Becoming A Literacy Tutor 


¢ Earn 3 Academic credits 


Stop by C310 

or call 

(508) 374-3722 

The Cooperative 
Education Office 
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Arts Trivia YOU'RE SUING ME? TM WT TRYING 7 GET 
YOU'RE SUING Y JUST COMPENSATION FOR 
OWN GIRLFRIEND? THE MENTAL ANGUISH YOU 
Questions of the week: PUT Me THROU, 
1. Which late night talk show had 
Vice President Al Gore as a guest? 
_ 2. Who plays the role of Schindler in 
__ 4, Which record label did Smashing 
‘Pumpkins release their frst full-length 
album on? 
_ 5, What was the name of the flying 
_camel on Hanna-Barbara’s Shazam car- 
toon? oe 
_ Bring the correct answers to all five 
questions to the NECC Observer office in 
the student center for a chance to win a 
large cheese pizza from Papa Gino’s, 
Plaistow, N.H. Entries must be received 
by Wednesday, Feb. 2, at noon. 
Answers, along with the winner’s 
names will be printed in the next issue. 
SRE 


DOES HE REALIZE 
THE MENTAL ANGUISH 
HE'S PUTTING ME THROUGH? 


MENTAL ANGUISH. 


SHERMAN'S SUING 
1 CAN'T BELIEVE 


ME FOR TWELVE 
MILLION DOLLAR. 
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A SUBPOENA, 1 
SUING YOU FOR 
5IX MILLION DOLLARS. 


MENTAL ANGUISH. 
REMENIBER THAT PARTRIDGE 
FAMILY ALBUM YOU BORROWED 
FROM ME? IT CAME BACK 
SCRATCHED, AND I'M STILL 
PRETTY WORKED UP ABOUT IT- 


1H)S'S MY ALBUM. 

YOU BORROWED 

THIS. ALBUM FROM 
Mme! 


IN THAT CAGE, I THINK Y ye 
WE SHOULD BE ABLE 
10 REACH AN OU-OF- 


DENA THO Me 
EOC Came 
Vv 
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HEH: HEH-HEH 
HEH: HEH-HEH 
HE SRID BERR BUTT 


BEFORE YOU INTRODUCED ME 

10 ‘BEAVIS AND BUTT-HEAD; I 

WAS A FUNCTIONAL COMPAS 

SIONATE GROWN-UP NOW 
LOOK AT ME. 


LOOK, IF YOU HAVE A PROBLEM 

WITH ME, FINE, LETS BRING IT 

10 BEAR, BUT DON'T G0 SUING 
ME OUER IT. 


Plus all you 
need to set up 
your apartment 


$20 + up 
$49 + up 
$25 + up 


es ZN 


WHAT'S | 1/M FILING A CLASS-ACTION 


BEHALF OF ALL THe PEORE 
WHOSE TOES YOU'VE PINCHED. 


AS A MEMBER OF THE OCEAN 
COMMUNITY, I HAVE AN OBLIGATION 

10 MAKE T0 MAKE THIS WORLD 

A SREER PLACE FOR... SNIFF...SNIFE... 


FOR MENTAL ANGUISH. 
PEOPLE ARE AFKAID 1060 
IN THE OCEAN BECAUSE OF 
YOUR GRATUITOUS TOE 


I THINK SOME FOOL 


Couches 
JUST JUMPED IN THE WATER. 


Kitchen sets 

Bureaus 

Complete 
bed sets 


i 
i 
3 
i 
i 
i 


$29 + up 


Come to 
RUTH’S HOUSE 
14 Stevens St., Haverhill 
(off Rt.97, Winter St., across from 
Haffner’s gas station) 
512-5575 
Open Tues. — Sat. 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


THE NEWSDAY CROSSWORD 
ty 
NY) 


Edited by Stanley Newman 
B+: Phrases with a little something extra 
by Shirley Soloway 


ACROSS 80 Anaconda or adder 9 Fine horse 


1 Student 
Development 
Program 


‘Basics of Success’ series 


(Group presentations) 


‘Anything but that!’ 


Throughout your college and 


personal life, there will be times 


when you may need to speak in 
front of a group or make a 
presentation at a meeting, but 
you will do anything to get out 
of it. This session will share 
some ideas and tips on how to 
make group presentations less 
stressful. 


Feb. 11, noon —1 p.m. 
F-107, Haverhill 


1 Makes believe 
SLla (Opera house) 

10 Sitar melodies 

15 Aclef 

19 Sunbathe to excess 

20 “Pomp and 
Circumstance 
composer 

21 Stave off 

22 Nobelist Wiesel 

23 Anne Nichols hero 

24 Arrowsmith character 

25 Football coach 
Lombardi 

26 Agatha Christie locale 

27 Recently altared? 

30 Calgary Stampede, 
etal 

32 First month in Madrid 

33 Chinese or Thai 

34 Wyoming range 

35 Company with a 
spokestiger 

38 One more time 

40 Canine comment 

41 Raised kippers? 

46 Liqueurs 

51 Lend a hand 

52 ‘20s cars 

53 Business orgs. 

54 English county 

55 Silver-tongued 

57 Tag-team match? 

62 De Mille specialty 

63 Fortuneteliers 

65 Subject 

66 Abandoned vessei 

68 New Rochelle college 

71 "_ Maria” 

72 Flamboyant artist 

73 Police operations 

77 Nephritic 


84 Headstrong 
85 Volatile vacation spot? 
89 Director Kazan 
90 Peron spouse 
92 __ glance 
93 On the level 
94 Be human 
95 Ousts a champion 
97 10 tests? 
101 “__ We Got Fun?” 
102 Slot, essentially 
104 Yonder blokes 
105 Nero's tutor 
107 Barely move 
110 Oscar dela __ 
114 Herculean quest 
115 Wicked Witch's spare? 
119 __ Clayton Powell 
120 Do-nothing 
122 Excessive 
123 Rounded lump 
124 Ingrid’s Casablanca 
role 
125 Peachy-keen 
126 Ballerina Shearer 
127 To be, in Toulon 
128 High-schooler 
129 Filmdom’s Benny 
Goodman 
130 More sensible 
131 Letter opener 


Tr ” 


Doctor Zhivago tune) 


10 Narrow valley 

11 Enthusiastic 

12 Hackman or Tierney 

13 Rainbow shape 

14 Dual-speaker 
systems 

15 Railroad curve? 

16 Sci-fi character 

17 Grain repositories 

18 Gets it 

28 Have a nibble 

29 Called up 

31 Nebraska Indians 

34 Wry 

36 Belgrade resident 

37 Sandwich cookie 

39 Texas city 

41 Tea holders 

42 Cause to see red 

43 Gunn's girlfriend 

44 Gouge out 

45 “it laugh” 

47 French direction 

48 Conical dwelling 

49 Julia Roberts’ 
brother 

50 Religious group 

56 Guy wearing five 
gold rings? 

58 Dizzying designs 

59 Half a sawbuck 

60 Public row 

61 Title for 90 Across 


__ were (so to speak) 
76 Fill to the brim 
78 Fictional terrier 
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79 Petty of A League of 
Their Own 


81 Sir Guinness 

82 Spock's superior 

83 Jug handles 

86 Black belt, e.g. 

87 Least of the litter 

88 Georgia _ 

91 Historian Durant 

96 __ blue moon (rarely) 


97 Quicker-than-the-eye 
movement 
98 Eucalyptus trees 
99 Mint or marjoram 
100 Came out 
103 Moon of Uranus 
105 Move like a crab 
106 Rub out 
108 Salami style 
109 “There's no sight!" 


111 Streisand’s Prince of 
112 “__Loo-Ra...” 
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NORTHERN ESSEX COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
HAVERHILE & LAWRENCE 


StwentG overnmentAssociatior 
wants you to run for Student Senate! 


Nomination papers available from the Student Activities office 
Student Center — F133/Haverhill, _105/Lawrence 


Deadline: Thursday, February 10 


Vacancies: Elections: 
Area 1/Liberal Arts - 4 students Thursday, February 17,9 am -1 pm 
Area 3/Business - 2 students C Building lobby/Hav & Atrium/Law 
Area 4/Science & Tech. - 1 student Friday, February 18, 9 am - 1 pm 
Area 5/Lawrence - 1 student Cafeteria lobby/Hav & Atrium/Law 


BRADFORD 


ANNOUNCES. . . 


MERIT 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
FOR TRANSFER 
STUDENTS 

with a G.P.A. of 3.2 or better 
ARS I pebel blhad y and 60 credits for transferring 
practice on this road: ae to Bradford. 


VALUE: $6,610 EACH! 


Merit Scholarships are available 
for transfer students from: 


NORTHERN ESSEX COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
fy NORTH SHORE -———_— 
comMmMuUNITY | [nancial aid is available 
; COLLEGE | /0” other transfer students as well. 
i en a Call Bradford's transfer counselor, 
“> This. week, take a free 2 1/2 or 3 MIDDLESEX : : 
‘ ay hour test, proctored exactly like COMMUNITY pectin lation « 
_.) the real thing. COLLEGE | * 5 
se CASTLE COLLEGE if you have questions. 


Bradford now has transfer agreements with these schools. 


aE oe 


It could make the road ahead 
a little less treacherous. 


Call 1-800-KAP-TEST BRADFORD. 
320 South Main Street 
K A p L A N Bradford MA 01835 
508 / 372-7161 - 800 / 336-6448 


The answer to the test question. 
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What now in Kerrigan case? 


Harding should save herself time, resign from Olympic team 


By CHRIS OTOVIC 
Observer Managing Editor 


or Nancy Kerrigan, the worst is finally over. For Tonya 
Harding, the worst may be just beginning. 

After review on the current situation, it now appears this 
attack was not a random act of violence, but a conspiracy 
between Harding’s boyfriend /ex-husband Jeff Gillooly (what- 
ever he is?), Harding’s 350- pound bodyguard, Shawn Eckardt, 
and some of goofy Gillooly’s henchmen. 

As for Harding herself, police can’t link her to the situation 
yet, but Eckardt and Shane Stant, who are both behind bars 
for the Kerrigan hit, are singing like canaries, telling FBI 
agents that Harding was the mastermind behind it all. Whether 
or not she will get her due, remains to be seen, but for those 
who were sleeping the last two weeks here’s a review of what 
is the most disgusting sports incident since the stabbing of 
tennis superstar Monica Seles. 

Dumb: Not only was this plan blatant, but it was carried out 
at the highest level of stupidity. The hit man Stant, 22, of 
Portland , went to Boston to attack Kerrigan. Stant had rented 
a car and a hotel room under his own name. Hasn’t this man 
seen a murder movie or something to that degree? By using 
his own name, Stant wrote out his own ticket to jail by gift 
wrapping the FBI all the proof it needed to slam Stant and 
break the investigation wide open. 

Further FBI information sought out long distance calls 
made from Portland to Boston to South Dennis skating rink. 
Harding is accused of making these herself. The police have 
figured out the phone calls were made to determine Kerrigan’s 
skating practice time in order to make the attack. 

Stant’s attack was foiled and he returned to Oregon, which 
led to the now famous attack in Detroit. 

Hit: On Jan. 6, Kerrigan was leaving the ice after practicing 
for the U.S. Figure Skating Championships in Cobo Hall, 
when Stant blind-sided her just above the right knee with a 
collapsible night stick. Kerrigan was left on the ground 
clutching her knee, writhing in pain, crying “Why me?” 

A local media man caught the video of the incident. We’ve 
all seen it by now. 

She was taken to a nearby hospital and X-rays showed that 
her knee, (oddly enough, it was the right knee, the one she 
lands on after jumping in competition) was not broken, but 
badly bruised. 

The film was later reviewed by police and FBI officials and 
they saw a shadow (Stant) in the background leaving the area. 
Detroit police later found the night stick outside of the arena 
in a trash can. 

That was the leading break in the case. 

Pieces of the puzzle started to fill in after the attack, but 
Kerrigan was forced to drop out of the competition due to 
swelling in the knee. Harding, Kerrigan’s main rival for years, 
won the U.S. title with 13-year-old Michelle Kwan finishing 
second, 

Competition: After Harding won the title, the U.S. com- 
mittee announced that Kerrigan had been granted a waiver 
and named to the Olympic team along with Harding. Kwan 
was announced as an alternate if Kerrigan can’t skate in 
Lillehammer, Norway. 

Kerrigan then flew home to Stoneham and underwent an 
MRI (Magnetic Resonance Image) showing no ligament or 
tendon damage.to her right knee. She was then told to start 
physical therapy and rehabilitation on the knee. 

Kerrigan attended regular therapy sessions while the police 
continued to study the videotape of Stant leaving the scene. 
Two days later, the real story came out. Gillooly, Eckardt and 
two others were suspects. Gary Crowe, an Oregon investiga- 
tor, was given a tape by a local minister that holds a conver- 
sation between Gillooly, Eckardt and Stant. The minister said 


___ Sports Trivia 


By RICHMOND DAWSON 
Observer Sports Editor 


1. What former NFL player holds the record 
for most postseason touchdowns? 

2. What franchise has the most appearances in 
the NBA finals? 

3. What jersey number did Earvin “Magic” 
Johnson wear when he attended Michigan State 
University? 

4. Why does the U.S.A. soccer team receive an 
automatic bid to the 1994 World Cup? 

5. What medal did figure skater Nancy Kerrigan 
win at the 1992 Olympics? 

Last Issue’s answers: Walter Payton, Gino 
Toretta, Seattle Metropolitans, Charles Barkley 
and the United States of America. 


Bring correct answers to all five questions to 
the NECC Observer office for a chance to win a 
large cheese pizza from Papa Gino’s, Plaistow, 
N.H. Entries must be received by Wednesday 
Feb, 2, atnoon. Answers, along with the winner's 

ne, will be printed in our next issue. 
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| Otto Know 


Gillooly asked Eckardt on the tape, “Why don’t we just kill 
her?” and Eckardt responded, “We don’t need to kill her. 
Let’s just hit her in the knee.” 

Later in the day, Eckardt confessed and told FBI agents 
that Stant and Derrick Smith, the getaway driver, were 
involved. 

Busted: On Jan. 13, arrest warrants were issued. The FBI 
arrested Smith as he came off a plane in Portland. The next 
day, Stant was labeled as armed and dangerous, but turned 
himself in to the Phoenix FBI that afternoon. 

On Jan. 19, Gillooly was arrested for being the head 
honcho in the plot. On Jan 20, the affidavit was released. 

Stant flew to Boston and stalked Kerrigan until he flew to 
Detroit. He came to Boston with $2,000, which was some of 
the $6,500 he received for doing the job. He made many hotel 
reservations and many phone calls to Portland. Gillooly and 
Stant now face a maximum of three years in jail and $200,000 
fine. 

So the bad guys are caught, how about the bad girl? 

Harding is guilty as hell. We all know it; the police just can’t 
prove it yet. She doesn’t have the cleanest record in the world, 
and isn’t exactly a sweet girl in pigtails. No, Harding likes to 
beat on people and be involved with the law. In March 1992, 
Harding chased after a woman with a baseball bat in Oregon 
and exchanged punches with her. It was finally broken up by 
the police. In October 1993, a gun fired offat Harding’s place 
and the police showed up only to find Harding and Gillooly 
saying it was an accident. 

Lies: An accident? How does a gun go off accidentally? 
This is a tough one to buy. She put two restraining orders on 
her now ex-husband/lover/boyfriend; one after a year of 
marriage and another after two years of break up. She has 
spent most of her life listening about what a loser Gillooly is 
from her family and coach 

Yeah, she’s had a rocky life. 

Jealously could be the guilty motive. After all, Nancy 
Kerrigan has what it takes. For Nancy is the sweetheart. The 
beautiful long hair, the patched blue jean jacket, parents 
sacrificing their lives for their precious daughter. Mr. and Mrs, 
Kerrigan gave up countless amounts of money for lessons, 
attire, and rink time for Nancy. No one can argue with 
Harding’s looks, but she’s not Kerrigan. 

To be compared to someone is awful, the worst feeling in 
the world. It’s like telling Magic he’s no Bird. It’s like telling 
Clinton he’s no Lincoln. 

Harding resembles the tough 14-year-old “Jenny.” Al- 
ways picking on the boys and succeeding, running around 
calling people like Nancy Kerrigan “goodie two shoes.” Built 
like a midget professional wrestler at 5 foot 1 inch and 115 
pounds, Harding has never used skating for the right reasons. 
Nancy skates because she loves the competition, and the 
sport. That’s it. She loves the sport! Harding skates to beat 
people, to embarrass people, to maim people. Then she met 
Nancy, and she couldn’t beat her. 

One better: Harding won the 1991 Nationals by being the 
first ever to land a triple axle in competition, but Kerrigan 
inched her out for the bronze medal in Albertville, and 
suddenly Kerrigan won the spotlight. Kerrigan got the televi- 
sion commercials. Who wants to see Harding ina commercial? 
Too much of a bad reputation, she doesn’t have the look. 
Nancy’s had everything Tonya’s dreamed of. 

Why wouldn’t Harding be jealous? Kerrigan has a nice, 


it's Where You're 


That Counts 


It feels OK! 


Photo courtesy of the Haverhill Gazette 
NANCY KERRIGAN flexes her injured knee during an 
early morning skate around practice in Stoneham. 


sweet family. Tonya’s family consisted of the multi-marriage 
mother and never-been-there father. Also, a half-brother 
allegedly molested her, but no one believed that one. 

Kerrigan loves everyone. Until now, she’s always smiled, 
and as far as we know, she was just introduced to the bad. 
Harding, on the other hand, says stuff like, “even if Kerrigan 
skated in the U.S. Championship, I would have kicked her 
butt anyway.” Wonderful thing to say. 

Kerrigan is set for life even if she doesn’t compete in 
Lillehammer, and Harding has a slim chance to be set if she 
wins the gold. But she has to do something she’s never-done. 
Beat Kerrigan. Harding’s probably sitting at home right now 
wishing she was born as Nancy Kerrigan. What she should be 
doing is preparing for small talk on the plane over to Norway. 

If there’s justice in the world, she’ll never be on that plane. 


Different views 


Nancy skates because she loves the 
competition and the sport. That’s it. 
She loves the sport! Harding skates to 
beat people, to embarrass people, to 
maim people. Then she met Nancy, 
and she couldn’t beat her. 
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NEXT TERM BEGINS MARCH 7, 1994 


PLAN FOR YOUR FUTURE NOW BY TAKING THE COURSES AND 
DEGREE PROGRAMS YOU NEED TO GET AHEAD AND STAY 
AHEAD. START NOW BY BEGINNING OR COMPLETING THE 
DEGREE OR ADVANCED DEGREE THAT CAN HELP YOU OBTAIN 
A CAREER ADVANTAGE. 


New Hampshire College 


SALEM CENTER 
19-A Keewayown Street » Satem, NH 03079 
(603) 893-9600 = Fax (603) 893-6665 
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Observer Sports it 
Men’s team looks to regroup 


Second half will prove Knights are better than their record shows 


By RICHMOND DAWSON 
Observer Sports Editor 


Starting the second half of the season with a 
5-6 record would have most coaches looking 
for answers to their teams problems, but not 
men’s head basketball coach Mike Rowinski. 

Rowinski realizes the Knights’ record is 
not great, but he is impressed with how hard 
his team works both on and off the court. 

“This is the hardest working group of kids 
I have ever had,” Rowinski said. “There are 
14 kids on the team and 14 kids at practice 
everyday. 

Close: The Knights being one game un- 
der .500 at this point, is not awful, for they 
play one of the stronger schedules in the 
region. With the exception of a blowout to 
nationally ranked Mount Ida College, they 
have played tough every game. 

“With our defense, we were in every game,” 
Rowinski said. “Offensively, we simply need 
to score more.” 

The play of guards Mao Sang and Pedro 
Tejada along with forwards Angelo Castillo 
and Jose Gonzales make NECC basketball 
entertaining. Look for their exciting brand of 
basketball to improve in the second half as 
Rowinski will have his team shoot more, and 
not be timid in doing so. 

“Frankly, I was disappointed with some of 
the kids not playing up to the potential I 
thought they would,” Rowinski said. “There 
is a lot of talent on this team. We just need to 
utilize it better.” 

Faults: Besides a sputtering offense, the 
Knights’ youth and road schedule in the first 
half proved to be problems. 

“Weare very young,” Rowinskisaid. “The 
first half, and even now, is very much a 


Haverhill 
1/2 
Hour 


Photo Supplies 


One stop for your 
photo class supplies 
¢ B+W film 
* B+W paper 
¢ Developing tanks 
¢ Negative pages 
* Special low NECC 
student prices 


For all your photo needs: 
Instant passport photos 
Frames Enlargements 


Same day developing 


200 Main St., Haverhill 
372-3280 


learning experience.” 

Rowinski always has doubts about the 
second half of the season for he routinely loses 
key players to academic ineligibility. How- 
ever, this season is different, as every player on 
the roster maintained his eligibility. 

“Coming back with this many kids is nice,” 
Rowinski said. “It starts us in a real positive 
direction.” 

No change: With everyone returning, 
Rowinski only had room for two new faces. 
One is Mike Smith who, along with his duties 
as intramural sports director, now also serves 
as the men’s assistant coach. 

“Mike is a great addition,” Rowinski said. 
“He is a coach I needed. He can work with 
our big men, which is really important.” 

Another asset Rowinski likes is Smith’s 
day job at the school. 

“With him (Smith) here all day, it gives the 
kids someone to touch base with,” Rowinski 
said. “He has a great relationship with the 
players and is a tremendous pickup for this 
team.” 

Much-needed additions: NECC basket- 
ball received a boost when it obtained the 
services of Keith Cutler, an all-around guard, 
who should step right in and play significant 
minutes. 

“What Keith gives us is another scoring 
option,” Rowinski said. 

The additions of Cutler and Smith will 
prove to be important, but unless the Knights 
start winning, it will all be in vain. 

The Knights schedule will be a plus for 
them as they have more home games in the 
second half. NECC students should come 
out and support the team as they attempt to 
rally and qualify for the state tournament. 

Rowinski has done a good job so far this 


Auto Radiator 
Service 
Inc. 


A 


Complete Auto 
Repairs 


143 Marston Street 
Lawrence 


(508) 685-9251 


pa Ginos 


Now Being Served 


Papa Gino’s Pizza 


Monday — Friday 11 to 1:15 
STUDENT CENTER TILED LOUNGE 


season coaching a team 
filled with talent but not 
playing up to its level. 

He does take some of 
the blame for the team’s 
offensive mediocrity, 
however. 

“Sometimes they are 
scared to shoot, because 
they think if they miss 
I’m going to sit them 
down,” he said. 

Practice: The 
Knights had two weeks 
to regroup, and they will 
need it, as they need to 
improve on their record 
drastically before play- 
off hopes disappear. 

With the second half 
of the season starting 
soon, Rowinski feels the 
Knights, despite their 
record, still have a good 
chance to make the state 


tournament. 
“We are still in the 
thick of things,” 


Rowinski said. “Our 
record is not that great, 
but if we get a couple of 
wins and we will still be 
in contention.” 

This season, the state 
tournament will be held 
at the NECC gym. So 
Rowinski and_ the 
Knights better get things 
going, so they can show 
up at their own party. 


I’ve got it! 
Photo courtesy of Haverhill Gazette 


NECC guard Victor Perez utilizes his quickness to beat 
a would be defender to the ball. Perez proved to be a 
solid point guard for the Knights so far this season. 
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CHEVROLET 


WE SERVICE EVERYBODY 


$4994 


NO MATTER WHERE YOU BOUGHT 


WE’LL SERVICE YOU 


FREE 


EXIT 45 ROUTE 495 LAWRENCE, MA ~- 687-300 


SKIERS! "this one! 


March 4 to 6 Weekend Trip Ski Trip to ; 


sugges Notch 2 


Student Activities 
S 1 5 Gg eincludes 2 Nights Slopeside Condo Lodging 


F133, Student Center 
Call 374-3731 for 
more details 
Delux Motor Coach Transportation 
2 Day Ski Lift Ticket on 3 Big Mountains 
Friday Night Welcome Party 
(what a deal!) 
Rentals and lessons 
also avallable! 


Live Bands and Other Entertainment 

Free Use of Indoor Pool, Sauna and Hot tub 
Full payment due by March 1. 
Make checks payable to the NECC Ski Club. 


LUBE + OIL - FILTER 


Preferred Customers / Others $24.93 


COLLISION ESTIMATES 
TOW IN TO OUR BODY SHOP 


MON-THURS 4, FRU &7, SAT 64, SUN 124, 
SERVICE AND PARTS - OPEN SATURDAY 


Saturday Night Torchlight Parade and Fireworks 


Sign up now! 
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Ranked #1 


Women’s hoop team 
excels in first half year 


By RICHMOND DAWSON 
Observer Sports Editor 


he Lady Knights are the number-one 

ranked team in the nation. Utilizing 

all the talent his roster had to offer, 
Jack Hess has coached the Lady Knights to a 
perfect 14-0 record. 

“Right now the only team that can beat us 
is ourselves,” Hess said. 

Through the first half ofthe season, NECC 
routinely battered under matched opponents 
with speed and pressure defense. 

“Our speed is unmatched, but we need to 
maintain and improve our speed and defense 
to win a national title,” said assistant coach 
Donna Johnson. 

Winning: A national title is not out of 
reach for the Lady Knights; it is something 
that would prove a great source of pride for 
Hess and the school. 

“This (national title) would be a great 
source of prestige for the Merrimack Valley,” 
College President John R. Dimitry said. “It 
would also be good for public relations and 
would give this institution some positive rec- 
ognition.” 

While most coaches might not want the 
pressure of being ranked number one, Hess 
welcomes the challenge. 

“We have worked hard to be where we 
are,” Hess said, “I don’t want our team to 
cower away from it like it’s a bad thing. I want 
these girls to be proud.” 

For real: What the Lady Knights have 
accomplished so far this season is not a fluke, 
but the culmination of hard work, desire, 
coaching, attitude, talentand numerous other 
intangibles, and Hess does not want to let his 
team forget its hard work. 

“I want this team to be fanatical about 
being number one,” Hess said. “They should 
have a chip on their shoulders, and not let it 
get knocked off without a fight.” 

Although their record in the first half of 
the season was perfect, there were some prob- 
lems. Both Hess and Johnson agree the Lady 


Still ahead 


“We need to stay focused 
all season long,” said Jack 
Hess. “It is not going to 
get any easier.” 


Knights need to improve on play execution. 

Overconfidence is another problem that 
plagues the Lady Knights, and Hess would 
like to get rid of it. 

“Sometimes we are overconfident and 
don’t play perfect, but we get use to it,” Hess 
said. “We need to stay focused all season long. 
It is not going to get any easier.” 

The best: NECC’s competition poses an- 
other problem. 

“We play some bad teams and from that 
we get into bad habits,” Hess said. 

One player, Sheri Martino, took the coach- 
ing staff by surprise. 

“Sheri was originally here to be a softball 
pitcher, but she has proven to be a great 
basketball player,” Hess said. “She plays as 
good a defense as anyone; she has amazed 
me.” 

Martino has proven the brightest on a 
team full of stars. Wendy Wojtkowski, 
Charlene Blair, Jeannie Ouellet and Martino 
are four of the best defenders this school has 
ever seen. 

“Any combination of those four and we 
have the two best defenders in this region on 
the floor at any given time,” Hess said. 

Superstars: While this quartet seems to 
take care of things on defense, Marianne Hess 
stands out on the offensive end of the court. 
The coach’s daughter is seventh in the nation 
in scoring, averaging 20.9 points per game. 

Although his daughter is leading the team 
in scoring, Hess feels that Cheryl Lemoine 
has proven the most valuable player so far. 

“She (Lemoine) is one of the most indis- 


Up, up and away 


Photo courtesy of the Haverhill Gazette 


NECC CENTER Cheryl Lemoine fakes before going back up for the basket. Head 
coach Jack Hess thinks the team would have a tough time winning without her. 


pensable people we have,” Hess said. “If we 
lose her, it will hurt, no one else is a legitimate 
center. I can put players in her place, but no 
one is totally interchangeable.” 

No team can win with a few role players 
and one offensive superstar. A team needs a 
strong bench and the Lady Knights have one. 

“I don’t have a second five; not a single 
player on this team hurts us,” Hess said. 

Number one: The pressure of being the 
best, will multiply because every team will be 
trying to beat them. 

“IT want to teach these girls my philosophy, 
which is, ‘we worked hard to get here, we 
deserve it, now that we have got, it let’s not let 
it go’,” Hess said. “If everyone fills their role, 
we will win.” 

The Lady Knights have worked hard in 
class and on the court to obtain a team goal, 
a national championship. Semester break 
means one thing: grades, and that usually 
means the loss of players who fail a course or 


two. But the Lady Knights did not lose a 
single player to academic ineligibility. 

“This team has sacrificed to put itselfin the 
position to win not to ensure victory, but to 
be in that position,” Hess said. 

As the second half of the season begins, 
the Lady Knights should not concern them- 
selves with a perfect season. They should take 
each game one at a time. They should realize 
they can lose and still win a national champi- 
onship. 

“Ifwe win a national championship, it will 
be a tremendous accomplishment for the 
entire Merrimack Valley, because we repre- 
sent the entire valley,” Johnson said. 

Hess echoed those sentiments. 

“T tell these girls ‘when you put on that 
uniform you not only represent yourselves, 
you represent me, this school, your parents 
and the entire Merrimack Valley’.” 

So far the Lady Knights have done an 
incredible job representing everyone. 
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Service Center 


Expires Feb. 28, 1994__ 
Lube, 
Oil & Filter 


Plus 10-point 
safety check 
With an Ultra Lube™ 
we wsually inspec! bres 
abgament, differenval 
ATE, suspension sysien: 
eahausi system, battery 
belts. hoses, and brake, 
% )\ radiator fund levels 
Most domestic and 
forergn cars. includes 
up to five quarts of oil 
filter, 10-pt salety check, 
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RT. 110 CAR CARE CENTER, INC. 
402 AMESBURY RD., HAVERHILL 


508-372-6604 


Official State Inspection Center #5509 
Road Service & Towing Available 


_ Expires Feb. 28, 1994 


ea 
$50.35 | 


Boyt 


Maintenance tune-up | 
Most domestic and foreign cars 
We vail install new resisior spark plugs. | 
adjust ile speed, set timing. test battery 
and charging system, inspect rotor, | 
destridutor cap, PCV vaive. iqrabon cables, 


am Miter, crankcase vers fier and vapur 


Reg. $39.94 
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We like to get tt right 


The NECC Observer will correct any mistakes on its pages. To report an error, contact the 
editor or adviser at 374-3900, ext. 2634. Thanks for your support! 
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HOUSES PIZZA 


282 MAIN STREET, (Rte. 113) W. NEWBURY 


3635-2920 
Italian & Greek specialties salads and dinners 
10% discount for students and faculty anytime 
with valid college ID or this ad. 


Making West Newhury's 
since 1977 


Offer ends 1-1-95 


